2;1 :

New Century,

1 -
| [
|
T sl ]
1

[ | =
e = 5 ;.
e T ST

".i L -... :I f .

i ——

B Lty
i

‘Science Museum of
Sustainable Ente
Home-Grown Restoration s 5

|- e

e =
. I

. 3 .- 1 - - .
| - oo 1 a 3 E - i | s .
LJ- e = 4 = ol gt Lgie o k + M e i e — - I; = & .: .
;- = g, B ladl i 3 = Pl ' LY gl "1:- e S " | i ¢ B | e g = _ :r L |




By preserving and
updating the Andersen
family home site,
Andersen Corporation
Jais new corporale
meeling spaces and

a rencwed sense

of tradition

BY CAMILLE LEFEVRI

TN ADTLITL T BB WA IDCMT A

he Andersen Corporation. hexdquartered in Bayport, may produce the most
recognized brand name in the window and pato-door industry. But the company
reached that stature from humble beginnings. And despite s reputation for in-
novaton. Andersen wkes pride in tradition and is heritage
So when company executives decided to renovate the old Andersen house and guest
cottage. and build new offices for the Andersen Foundation, they called on Robert Clay-
baugh, Claybaugh Preservaton Architecture Inc in Taylors Falls. "Andersen is a company
that is conscicus of its history and of mainmining it Claybaugh says. “The company has
high standards, but isn't ostentatious. They wanted things done correctly with high-quali-
ty materials.” ]
Three delightful buildings now sit in a pristine parkiike setting just 100 yards from the
industrial facilicy and corporate offices. and next ta the St Croix River, Although different
in size and purpose, the quaint buldings reflect variatens on Greek Revival- and Crafts-



rran-style architecture. While preserving a significant aspect of the corporation’s history
and keeping the site's residential feel. the buildings also project the company's forward-
thinking approach to business.

Andersen Corporation was founded by Hans Andersen, a Danish immigrant who
started a lumberyard in Wisconsin. Andersen’s was the first company 1o manufacture
standardized window-frame units and...the rest is histery. The Bayport plant was built in
1913 and today covers more than 2.7 million square feet

For decades. Andersen's son Fred. who was elected president shordy after his fa-
ther's death in 1914, ran the company from his home on the St Croix River adjacent to
the factory and offices. Originally a river cottage. the Andersen family built ontc the
house through the years. "Mr. Andersen tried every new window that came out. so the
house had windows everywhere of different styles and sizes,” Claybaugh says.

After Andersen’s death, the company wanted to preserve the property, “since Fred
was such 2 well-iked man,” says Jerry WAlf, the carporation’s president and chief ex-
ecutive officer at the time. "Nort 1o make it a shrine, Bur to have it remain in the com-
pany.” When Fred's wife died four years ago. the corporation purchased the buildings
on the 5-acre, river-front site.

The company wished to keep the building exteriors much as they were, but wanted
significant changes inside. Requests included new offices for the Andersen Foundation,
accommodations for over-
night guests and executive
meetng areas. "The Ander-
sens were not showy peo-
ple.” Wulf explains. “We
didn't want to restore as
much as rewin the character i & |
of the buildings, which were
simple yet elegant.”

To reunify the Andersen
house exterior, “which had a
rather uncoordinated ap-
pearance,” Claybaugh says.
all exterior windows and
doers were replaced. The
architect also altered some
rooflines and opened the
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back of the house to the river, inside, the 3.500-square-foot house was gutred and re-
modeled for adapuve reuse.

The fromt entry and dining room stayed close to the arigimal design, and are fur
nished with Andersen family pieces. The master bedroom, however, was madern-
ized and converted into the corporate board room. Three guest bedrooms with
baths were recreated in the house, along with kitchen and catering facilities. In the
living room. the architect enhanced the spacicus feel by raising the celling, and in-
stalling transom windows and patio doors that offer floor-to-ceiling views of the riv-
er and new back patio.

Between the living room and front enuy a new library was consuructed. The fire
place was uncovered and restored. The ceiling was dropped and a coffer ceiling with
art-glass panel instlled. Cherry woodwork with classical detailing enhances the
room’s warmth and inviting feeling.

Because the property is [otated in the floodplain, some site-grading modificanions
were called for. which included moving the cottage onwo a new foundation just seuth
of the house. Initially remodeled wo serve as guest accommodations—with new bath,
windows and front-door patio—the 350-square-foor bullding is now a meeting place
for company business.

Just north of the house sits the new Andersen Foundation Office, built on the site
of the old garage (which was torn down). The |.200-square-foot building was de-
signed to be compatible with the existing structures, but project fts own character.

The reception room features a vaulted ceiling with art-glass panel simifar o the
one in the house's library. The adjacent waiting room resemibles an inglencok with a



fireplace. The private offices have tansom windows and patio doors fike those in the
house’s living room, and likewise provide patio access and river views. Bluestone-
paver and wood floors are present here.

White siding of various types further unifies the three buildings: the house is sided
with Firbrex, a new Andersen product not yet on the markert; the cottage remins its
original siding: and the foundation office has painted cedar siding. Limestone retaining
walls anchor the foundation offices and relocated cotmge, provide flood protection and
recall materials used in the original residence. Exterior lighting reiterates Arts and
Crafts demiling in the house and the foundation office. Bluestone-paver walks appear
outside, as well,

“lt was exciting to work with the idea of keeping the original feel of the site and
buildings, while enhancing it where we could,” Claybaugh says. Wulf adds that few peo-
ple in the company woday knew Fred Andersen, so by restoring the house and property,
and main@ining it much in the way the Andersens did, “we're keeping our employees in
contact with our history.”

Andersen House, Foundation Dffice and Cottage

Bayport

Claybaugh Preservation Architecoure Inc
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