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Design Destination: Midwest
Chicago, Minneapolis, and Kansas City

In terms of design, the Midwest may be
compared to the often-overlooked
middle child. Sandwiched between the
glitzier East and West Coast counter-
parts of New York and Los Angeles, its
influences on the countrys cultural
and domestic landscape merit closer
examination. An array of extraordinary
architectural landmarks, comprehen-
sive design centers, gifted artists and
craftsmen, and burgeoning specialty
boutiques dot the landscapes of three
progressive capitals—Chicago, IL,
Minneapolis, MN, and Kansas City, MO.

Although in close proximity, each of
these thriving metropolises has a dis-
tinct personality. Who are the major
design players in each city? What are
the specific design sensibilities and
emerging trends that set them apart?
Where are the major design districts
located? How does the climate play a
role in shaping design decisions?

The United States is endowed with
vast resources catering to the home-
furnishings marketplace. In recent years,
a plethora of new design magazines

By Marion Lachoff

and television shows devoted to
remodeling and home décor have cre-
ated an insatiable appetite for con-
sumers to upgrade and improve their
environments. The Midwest, well
known for its industrious, independ-
ent-minded population, deserves

recognition and appreciation for its
considerable contributions to the
American lifestyle.

Nestled along the shores of Lake Michigan, Chicago
is a repository of the country’s richest architectural
heritage. More than 100 buildings in the city and
nearby Oak Park are creations of Frank Lloyd Wright.
Wright introduced Prairie-style structures into the
Midwest during the late 19th and early 20th cen-
turies, including the well-known Robie House.

Other illustrious luminaries include Wright's mentor,
Louis Sullivan, creator of the Carson Pirie Scott
department-store building. Ludwig Mies van der
Rohe’s German Bauhaus sensibility is represented in
twin apartment towers located on affluent Lake
Shore Drive, and Crown Hall, a steel and glass tower
at the campus of the Illinois Institute of Technology.
Native-born Helmut Jahn designed several notable
structures, including the United Airlines Terminal in
O'Hare International Airport.

The Chicago Architecture Foundation sponsors more
than 70 tours and a series of adult-education class-
es, which enable the public to navigate and learn
about the city's vast offerings.

There is no shortage of world-class museums,
including the Art Institute of Chicago, containing the
largest collection of Impressionist and Post-
Impressionist art outside of Paris. In the heart of the
Magnificent Mile is the Museum of Contemporary
Art. Louis Comfort Tiffany and John LaFarge are AE R RN 5 undation glves frequent tours of the ity’s many archi
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